The Entente Offensive, Autumn, 1916
all fronts.   But there was no help for it.   Our interests were mutual in the matter.
After further wavering, our front against the Russians was stabilized by the middle of September. In spite of a prodigious expenditure of men, further violent attacks, west of Lutsk, on the Saturczy-Pustomity line, the Graberka sector west .of Brody and the heights of Zborov, as well as Brszeszany and our positions on the Narajovka, were all without result. Nor were the Russians able to boast of any notable gains in the fighting in the Carpathians for the Tartar pass and the crest south-east to Kirlibaba, thanks to the admirable bearing of the German troops. Still, the position about the middle of October was by no means secure, nor was the Russian power of offence in any way broken. Their massed attacks continued with the same courage, and where this failed, the troops were urged on from behind by machine guns. The determination to obtain a victory in Volhynia, East Galicia and in the Carpathians, was still the driving force at the Russian Headquarters.
The deployment on the Maros was not complete until the end of September. A rapid advance on the part of the Rumanians would have utterly upset it. The Rumanian army moved forward at a snail's pace, partly because their attention had been diverted by Field-Marshal von Mackensen's great successes in his invasion of the Dobrudja, and also because they were waiting for the Russians to cross the Carpathians. Their left wing remained between Orsova and Hermannstadt, where there was a rather stronger concentration. The bulk of their army was debouching from Kronstadt and the frontier mountains of Moldavia on an east and west line, in close touch with the Russian left wing.
It appears to have been the intention of the Russians and Rumanians to descend into the Hungarian plain on a continuous line between the Carpathians and the Danube. But if this were to be accomplished very strong Russian forces would have to be brought through the Carpathians. The Rumanians were to open the Carpathian passes for the Russians from the rear, by a vigorous irruption into our concentration area. They did the
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